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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Fry et al (5,360,567). 

3. The applicant claims a compressed water-softening composition comprising at 
least one water-softening active and a blend of disintegrating agents comprising: a 
cross linked polyplasdone, a water swellable cellulose and, optionally a water soluble 
salt. 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Fry et al ["Fry"] discloses a tablet of compacted particulate 
detergent composition comprising a detergent-active compound, a detergent builder, 
and optionally other detergent ingredients (Abstract). The detergent builder being 
crystalline sodium aluminosilicate ion-exchange detergency builders such as zeolite A 
and X (column 8, lines 22-53). Other detergent ingredients include binder/disintergent 
such as cross-linked polyvinyl pyrrolidone and cellulose that are physical disintegrants 
that act by swelling (column 5, line 63 to column 6, line 9); effervescent disintegrants 
include weak acids and acid salts (column 6, lines 43-46). 



Application/Control Number: 10/597,354 



Art Unit: 4171 



Page 3 



5. Regarding claims 3, 4, 12 and 13, Fry discloses the composition as set forth in 
claim 1, wherein the binder/disintegrant is used in an amount within the range of 0.1 to 
10% by weight (column 6, lines 19-21). 

6. Regarding claims 5 and 14, Fry discloses the composition as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the water-soluble salt has a solubility of at least 50g/100g of deionized water at 
20°C (sodium citrate solubility in water at 72 g/100 ml - example 16). 

7. Regarding claims 6 and 15, Fry discloses the composition as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the water-swellable cellulose has a water uptake of at least 15g of deionized 
water at 20°C per 1 gram of cellulose (sodium carboxymethylcellulose - column 5, line 
63 to column 6, line 9). 

8. Regarding claims 7 and 16, Fry discloses the composition as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the water-softening active is selected from the group: ion exchange agents, ion 
capture agents, and anti-nucleating agents (zeolite A and X - column 8, lines 47-53). 

9. Regarding claims 8-1 1 , Fry discloses the composition as set forth in claim 1 , 
wherein the cross linked polyplasdone or the water-swellable cellulose is present in an 
amount of up to 1 .4% by weight of said composition or up to 95% by weight of the blend 
of disintegrating agents (the binder/disintegrant is 0.1 to 10% by weight of the 
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composition wherein the cellulose content is about 0.9% - column 6, lines 19-21 and 
column 10, line 67). 

10. Claims 1-7 and 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Holderbaum et al (WO00/04122). The examiner used the English 
equivalent document US patent No. 6,750,193 for the rejection purposes. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 1 , 5-7, 14-16, Holderbaum et al ["Holderbaum"] discloses a 
cleaning tablet including water-softening tablet comprising least one water-softening 
active (ion exchange agents zeolites A and X - column 3, line 57), a cross-linked 
polyplasdone (polyvinylpyrrolidone - column 8, line 59), a water swellable cellulose 
(carboxymethyl cellulose - column 9, line 19), and water soluble salt (trisodium citrate 
solubility in water of 72 g/100 ml - column 4, line 37). 

12. Regarding claims 3 and 4, Holderbaum discloses water-softening tablets as set 
forth in 1 containing 0.5% to 10% by weight of one or more disintegrators 
(polyvinylpyrrolidone and cellulose-based - column 8, lines 62-64). 

13. Regarding claims 2, 17-19, Holderbaum discloses water-softening tablets are 
free from surfactants (column 4, lines 60-61 ). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Haidung D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5455. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 9:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Larry Tarazano can be reached on 572-272-1515. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ID. Lawrence Tarazano/ Haidung D Nguyen 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4171 Examiner 

Art Unit 4171 
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